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Welcome to the sacred space of All Saints’ Peterborough—we are glad you are here.
We are an Anglican church rooted in the pattern of life of Jesus the Christ, grounded in radical inclusion, extravagant equity, and compassion that leads to justice.
Please fill out a Welcome Card so we can stay in touch and pick up a Welcome Package.

Land Acknowledgement
All Saints’ Peterborough stands on the sacred land of the Michi Saagiig Anishinaabeg, the first peoples of this land. We honour their ancestors and this land, part of the Rice Lake Purchase (Treaty 20).
We are committed to ongoing reconciliation through learning and by including readings from the First Nations Version of the Bible in our worship.

Liturgical Notes
Israel
In Christian liturgy, “Israel” refers to the historic Hebrew people (Israelites) of the ancient Near East or, theologically, to all who place their faith and trust in God—it does not refer to the modern political state.

Elder and Younger Testaments
We use the terms “Elder Testament” and “Younger Testament” rather than “Old” and “New” as an expression of racial equity, theological care, and our ongoing commitment to confronting antisemitism. These terms acknowledge that the Younger Testament emerges from and remains deeply connected to the Elder Testament, rather than replacing or superseding it.

Inclusive Language
Grounded in our commitment to radical inclusion and extravagant equity, we seek to use expansive language for God. At times, traditional terms such as “Father” and pronouns like “He” are used within the Church’s long tradition, held in balance with language that reflects the fullness and mystery of God.
	PRELUDE
	



	WELCOME
	



	[bookmark: OLE_LINK184][bookmark: OLE_LINK185][bookmark: OLE_LINK158][bookmark: OLE_LINK25][bookmark: OLE_LINK294]HYMN 572
	LET THERE BE LIGHT
	CONCORD

	
	Let there be light, let there be understanding,
Let all the nations gather, let them be face to face;

Open our lips, open our minds to ponder,
Open the door of concord opening into grace;

Perish the sword, perish the angry judgement,
Perish the bombs and hunger, perish the fight for gain;

Hallowed our love, hollowed the death of martyrs, 
Hallow their holy freedom, hallowed be Your name;

Your kingdom come, your Spirit turn to language,
Your people speak together, Your spirit never fade;

Let there be light, open our hearts to wonder, 
Perish the way of terror, Hallow the world God made. 



	ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND THANKSGIVING FOR THE LAND

	Officiant
	All creation sings to the glory of its Creator.

	All
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK9][bookmark: OLE_LINK10]Thanks be to God for the gift of all peoples, creatures and this planet that sustains us. For our First Nations, Metis, and Inuit siblings and their care of this land we are standing and worshipping on. All things come from God, and we give thanks to God for them. Amen.



	OPENING PRAYERS

	Officiant
	O God, open our lips,

	All
	And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

	Officiant
	O God, make speed to save us. 

	All
	O God, make haste to help us. 

	All
	Glory to God the Creator, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

	[bookmark: OLE_LINK5]COLLECT OF THE DAY
	 

	Officiant
	Unclean God, braving defilement, inviting offence;

	All	
	
	You share your bread with the marginalized and outsiders; you let the
Gentile woman subvert your plans: give us faith that comes from the
heart and walks beyond our boundary posts that we might be surprised
by outrageous grace; through Jesus the Christ, son of David and light of
the world. Amen. 



	Officiant
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK56][bookmark: OLE_LINK57][bookmark: OLE_LINK58][bookmark: OLE_LINK59][bookmark: OLE_LINK60][bookmark: OLE_LINK61]Gracious God we are grateful for the communion of saints, for those we love and no longer see, for those who are present in our lives and who need your grace and healing, we lift up to you Gracious God those in our community who have asked for prayer. For . . . . – teach us to be their support, to be the hands, and hearts of your healing grace.

	All
	Amen.



	THE INVITATORY
	 

	Officiant
	God rules over all the earth: O Come let us worship. 



	THE VENITE 

	Officiant
	Come, let us sing joyfully to God!

	All
	Raise a shout to our rock, our deliverance!
Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving,
and sing our praises with joy.
For God is a great God, the great Ruler, above all gods.
O God, in your hands are the depths of the earth,
  and the mountain peaks are yours.
Yours is the sea, for you made it,
  the dry land as well, for your hands formed it.
Come, let us bow down in worship;
  let us kneel before God, our Maker.
For you are our God, and we are the people you shepherd,
  the flock under your care.”



	GENERAL PRAYERS
	PLEASE TAKE A POSITION OF PRAYER THAT SUITS YOU.

	Officiant
	God of steadfast love, 

	All
	we study your works and delight in your ways. Illumine our understanding by your Holy Spirit, that we may reverence your name, grow in your wisdom, and discern between your love and the worlds greed. Amen. 



	THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
	PLEASE BE SEATED.

	Reading
	 
	Genesis 45:1-15, NRSV

	
	A reading from the Elder Testament and the book of beginnings, Genesis. 
Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out, “Send everyone away from me.” 
So, no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” 
But his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. 
He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt.  And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest.  God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So, it was not you who sent me here, but God; and has made me a father to Pharaoh, and master of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me master of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay.  You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’ 
And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks to you.  You must tell my father how greatly I am honored in Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.”  
Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck.  And Joseph kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him.

	Reader
	Listen for the leading of the Spirit

	All
	Thanks be to God



	Psalm 133
	NRSV

	







	Psalm 133 is a short, poetic masterpiece that celebrates the beauty, sacredness, and vital importance of community unity. Attributed to King David, it is one of the fifteen historical "Songs of Ascents", which were traditional hymns sung by Jewish pilgrims as they travelled up the mountain roads to worship at the Temple in Jerusalem. I invite you to read the psalm responsively with me. 

Oh, how good and pleasant it is, 
When brethren live together in unity!

It is like fine oil upon the head, 
That runs down upon the beard.

Upon the beard of Aaron, 
And runs down upon the collar of his robe.

It is like the dew of Hermon,
That falls upon the hills of Zion.

For there, God has ordained the blessing: 
Life for evermore.



	Reading
	 
	Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32, First Nations Bible

		
			
			
	
	A reading from the Younger Testament and the wisdom of the Indigenous ancestors who kept this land, from the ancient text of Paul’s letter to the Church in Rome. 
“If you think that I am saying the Great Spirit has turned away from her own people in the tribes of Wrestles with Creator (Israel), you are mistaken. I am proof that she did not. I myself am a Tribal Member, a descendant of Father of Many Nations (Abraham), from the tribe of Son of My Right Hand (Benjamin). 
Creator has not turned away from ones he knew ahead of time would be his people. 
Here is another way to see what I am saying: In the past you Outside Nations said no to these ways of the Great Spirit. But now, because the tribes of Wrestles with Creator (Israel) have said no to Creator’s good story, you have said yes to it and received the mercy they turned away from. Since they have also failed the Great Spirit, they can now receive mercy from her in the same way you have. Creator has rounded up into one corral all who have failed to do what he wants, so that he can show his great kindness and mercy to everyone.”

	Reader
	Listen for the leading of the Spirit

	All
	Thanks be to God



	[bookmark: OLE_LINK258][bookmark: OLE_LINK259]GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
	PLEASE STAND IN BODY OR SPIRIT. 

	ALL
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK92][bookmark: OLE_LINK93]Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the Risen One. 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to God’s name. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK94][bookmark: OLE_LINK95]Come, let us praise the living God, joyfully sing to our Saviour. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the Risen One. 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to God’s name.



	[bookmark: OLE_LINK49][bookmark: OLE_LINK50]GOSPEL
	Matthew 15:21-28
	Inclusive Bible 

	Gospeller
	May God be with you.

	All
	And also with you

	Gospeller
	The Gospel of Jesus the Christ according to Matthew.

	All
	Glory to you, Jesus the Christ.

	
	

	Jesus left there and departed for the district of Tyre and Sidon.  
It happened that a Canaanite woman living in that area came and cried out to Jesus, “Heir to the House of David, have pity on me! My daughter is horribly demon possessed.”
Jesus gave her no word of response. The disciples came up and repeatedly said to him, “Please get rid of her! She keeps calling after us.”
Finally, Jesus turned to the woman and said, “My mission is only to the lost sheep of the House of Israel.” She then prostrated herself before him with the plea, “Help me, Rabbi!” Jesus answered, “But it is not right to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.”
“True, Rabbi,” she replied, “but even the dogs get to eat the scraps that fall from the table.” Jesus then said in reply, “Woman, you have great faith! Your wish will come to pass.” At that very moment her daughter was healed.

	Gospeller
	The Gospel of Christ

	All
	Praise to you, Jesus the Christ

	[bookmark: OLE_LINK260][bookmark: OLE_LINK261]
	Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the Risen One. 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to God’s name.



	SERMON
	Rev. Dr. Ben Peltz


Silence is kept for reflection.

	OFFERTORY 
	Offertory Plates are at the front of the church.
You are also invited to make an offering to the ongoing ministry of All Saints’ Peterborough by either dropping off a cheque in the mailbox at the church or by clicking to donate button on our website.



	[bookmark: OLE_LINK307][bookmark: OLE_LINK308]HYMN  533
	JESUS LOVER OF MY SOUL
	ABERYSTWYTH

	
	Jesus, lover of my soul, let me to thy bosom fly,
While the nearer waters roll, while the tempest still is high:
Hide me, O my Saviour, hide, till the storm of life is past;
Safe into the haven guide; O receive my soul at last.

Other refuge have I none, hangs my helpless soul on thee;
Leave, ah! Leave me not alone; still support and comfort me.
All my trust on thee is stayed, all my help from thee I bring;
Cover my defenseless head with the shadow of thy wing.

Thou, O Christ, art all I want; more than all in thee I find;
Raise the fallen, cheer the faint, heal the sick and lead the blind.
Just and holy is thy name, I am all unrighteousness;
False and full of sin I am, thou art full of truth and grace.

Plenteous grace with thee is found, grace to cover all my sin;
Let the healing streams abound; make and keep me pure within.
Thou of life the fountain art, freely let me take of thee;
Spring thou up within my heart, rise to all eternity.



	AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
	PLEASE STAND IN BODY OR SPIRIT.

	Officiant
	Hear, O Israel, 

	All
	God, our God, is One! We are to love God, our God with all our heart, 
and with all our soul, and with all our strength. This is the first and the great commandment. The second is like it: Love your neighbour as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these. 



	[bookmark: OLE_LINK54]APOSTLES CREED 

	Officiant
	Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,

	All
	I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



	PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
	

	Leader
	Gracious God,

	All
	hear our prayer. 



	CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

	Officiant
	And with the disciples we ask, “But, Jesus when have we seen you hungry and given you food, or thirsty and given you something to drink? And when was it that we saw a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?  

	People
	We confess that we fail to see Jesus in the people around us, in those we love and those we do not love. Gracious God, lest we think our words alone are sufficient, today as we confess - we fall silent before you.

	
	Silence is held for personal confession.


	Officiant
	May God, who is our constant companion surround us with love and grace.  God has accepted our confession, we are forgiven, and the blessing of God, Creator, Word, and Life-Giving Spirit be with us now and for evermore. Amen.



	Officiant
	Generous God,

	All
	you give us what we need and satisfy our desires in due season.
Grant that our inner beings may be strengthened through your Spirit,
and that Christ may dwell in our hearts through faith, that you may accomplish within us far more than all we ask or can imagine. Amen.



	LORD’S PRAYER 
	 

	Officiant
	Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

	All
	Our Father, in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.



	THE PEACE   
	PLEASE STAND IN BODY OR SPIRIT.

	Officiant
	May the peace of Jesus the Christ be with you all.

	All
	And also with you.



	PRAYERS OF GRATITUDE

	Officiant
	Covenant God,

	All
	we give you thanks, and praise and we dedicate to you our offering. 
In this we also dedicate the workings of our hands, the thinking of our minds, and the loving of our hearts. May each be used for the glory of your kingdom, through Jesus the Christ our Saviour and Redeemer. Amen. 



	Officiant
	Almighty God,

	All
	once again you have given us what we need: sacrament, one another, hope for a better day. With renewed energy we offer ourselves to be sent out in your name; hopeful, grateful, useful, leaders of liberation, proclaimers of your love. Amen.



	Officiant
	Glory to God,

	All


	whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.  Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, forever and ever.  Amen.



	BLESSING

	Officiant
	The blessing of God, Source of all life; the grace of Christ, bread of life, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, power of life, be with us all. 

	All
	Amen.



	ANNOUNCEMENTS
	PLEASE BE SEATED.



	[bookmark: OLE_LINK40][bookmark: OLE_LINK41]HYMN 576 
	FOR THE HEALING OF THE NATIONS
	WESTMINSTER ABBEY

	
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK238][bookmark: OLE_LINK239][bookmark: OLE_LINK69]
For the healing of the nations, God, we pray with one accord;
For a just and equal sharing Of the things that earth affords.
To a life of love in action Help us rise and pledge our word.

Lead us, Father, into freedom; from despair your world release,
That, redeemed from war and hatred, all may come and go in peace.
Show us how through care and goodness fear will die and hope increase.

All that kills abundant living, let it from the earth be banned:
Pride of status, race, or schooling, dogmas that obscure your plan.
In our common quest for justice may we hallow life’s brief span.

You, Creator God, have written your great name on humankind;
For our growing in your likeness, bring the life of Christ to mind;
That by our response and service earth its destiny may find.



	Officiant
	Followers of Jesus, inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
serve the world God loves!

	All
	Thanks be to God.



	POSTLUDE
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