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Welcome to the sacred space of All Saints’ Peterborough—we are glad you are here.
We are an Anglican church rooted in the pattern of life of Jesus the Christ, grounded in radical inclusion, extravagant equity, and compassion that leads to justice.
Please fill out a Welcome Card so we can stay in touch and pick up a Welcome Package.

Land Acknowledgement
All Saints’ Peterborough stands on the sacred land of the Michi Saagiig Anishinaabeg, the first peoples of this land. We honour their ancestors and this land, part of the Rice Lake Purchase (Treaty 20).
We are committed to ongoing reconciliation through learning and by including readings from the First Nations Version of the Bible in our worship.

Liturgical Notes
Israel
In Christian liturgy, “Israel” refers to the historic Hebrew people (Israelites) of the ancient Near East or, theologically, to all who place their faith and trust in God—it does not refer to the modern political state.

Elder and Younger Testaments
We use the terms “Elder Testament” and “Younger Testament” rather than “Old” and “New” as an expression of racial equity, theological care, and our ongoing commitment to confronting antisemitism. These terms acknowledge that the Younger Testament emerges from and remains deeply connected to the Elder Testament, rather than replacing or superseding it.

Inclusive Language
Grounded in our commitment to radical inclusion and extravagant equity, we seek to use expansive language for God. At times, traditional terms such as “Father” and pronouns like “He” are used within the Church’s long tradition, held in balance with language that reflects the fullness and mystery of God.
	PRELUDE
	



	WELCOME
	



	[bookmark: OLE_LINK184][bookmark: OLE_LINK185][bookmark: OLE_LINK158][bookmark: OLE_LINK25][bookmark: OLE_LINK294]HYMN 465
	HERE IN THIS PLACE NEW LIGHT IS STREAMING 
	GATHER US IN 

	
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK87]Here in this place new light is streaming;
Now is the darkness vanished away.
See in this space our fears and our dreamings,
Brought here to you in the light of this day
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken;
Gather us in, the blind and the lame;
Call to us now and we shall awaken;
We shall arise at the sound of our name.

We are the young, our lives are a mystery;
We are the old who yearn for your face.
We have been sung throughout all of history,
Called to be light to the whole human race.
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty;
Gather us in, the proud and the strong;
Give us a heart so meek and so lowly;
Give us the courage to enter the song.

Here we will take the wine and the water;
Here we will take the bread of new birth.
Here you shall call your sons and your daughters,
Call us anew to be salt for the earth.
Give us to drink the wine of compassion;
Give us to eat the bread that is you;
Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true.

Not in the dark of buildings confining,
Not in some heaven light years away,
But here in this place the new light is shining;
Now is the kingdom, now is the day.

Gather us in and hold us forever;
Gather us in and make us your own;
Gather us in, all peoples together,
Fire of love in our flesh and our bones.



	ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND THANKSGIVING FOR THE LAND

	Officiant
	All creation sings to the glory of its Creator.

	All
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK9][bookmark: OLE_LINK10]Thanks be to God for the gift of all peoples, creatures and this planet that sustains us. For our First Nations, Metis, and Inuit siblings and their care of this land we are standing and worshipping on. All things come from God, and we give thanks to God for them. Amen.



	OPENING PRAYERS

	Officiant
	O God, open our lips,

	All
	And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

	Officiant
	O God, make speed to save us. 

	All
	O God, make haste to help us. 

	 
	Glory to God the Creator, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 



	[bookmark: OLE_LINK5]COLLECT OF THE DAY
	 

	Officiant
	Living God, 

	All	
	
	you accept our stumbling faith, our misplaced answers, our false
horizons, and through them build a way of peace: empower us to bind
the wounds of the world and loose the debts of oppression, that all may
confess the grace that is your gift; through Jesus the Christ, anointed for
the world. Amen. 



	Officiant
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK56][bookmark: OLE_LINK57][bookmark: OLE_LINK58][bookmark: OLE_LINK59][bookmark: OLE_LINK60][bookmark: OLE_LINK61]Gracious God we are grateful for the communion of saints, for those we love and no longer see, for those who are present in our lives and who need your grace and healing, we lift up to you Gracious God those in our community who have asked for prayer. For . . . . – teach us to be their support, to be the hands, and hearts of your healing grace.

	All
	Amen.



	THE INVITATORY
	 

	Officiant
	God rules over all the earth: O Come let us worship. 



	THE VENITE 

	Officiant
	Come, let us sing joyfully to God!

	All
	Raise a shout to our rock, our deliverance!
Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving,
and sing our praises with joy.
For God is a great God, the great Ruler, above all gods.
O God, in your hands are the depths of the earth,
  and the mountain peaks are yours.
Yours is the sea, for you made it,
  the dry land as well, for your hands formed it.
Come, let us bow down in worship;
  let us kneel before God, our Maker.
For you are our God, and we are the people you shepherd,
  the flock under your care.”



	GENERAL PRAYERS
	PLEASE TAKE A POSITION OF PRAYER THAT SUITS YOU.

	Officiant
	God of steadfast love, 

	All
	we study your works and delight in your ways. Illumine our understanding by your Holy Spirit, that we may reverence your name, grow in your wisdom, and discern between your love and the worlds greed. Amen. 



	THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
	PLEASE BE SEATED.

	Reading
	 
	Exodus 1:8-2:10, NRSV

	A reading from the Elder Testament and the book of wanderings, Exodus. 
Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. He said to his people, ‘Look, the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than we. Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the land.’ 
Therefore, they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced labour. They built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. The Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks on the Israelites and made their lives bitter with hard service in mortar and brick and in every kind of field labour. They were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them.
The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the other Puah, ‘When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall live.’ 
But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys live. So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, ‘Why have you done this, and allowed the boys to live?’ The midwives said to Pharaoh, ‘Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to them.’ So, God dealt well with the midwives; and the people multiplied and became very strong. And because the midwives feared God, God gave them families. 
Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, ‘Every boy that is born to the Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every girl live.’
Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. The woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him for three months. When she could hide him no longer, she got a papyrus basket for him and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river. His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him.
The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. When she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him. ‘This must be one of the Hebrews’ children,’ she said. Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, ‘Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?’ Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Yes.’ 
So, the girl went and called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.’ So, the woman took the child and nursed it. When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him as her son. She named him Moses, ‘because’, she said, ‘I drew him out of the water.’

	Reader
	Listen for the leading of the Spirit

	All
	Thanks be to God



	Psalm 124
	NRSV

	







	Psalm 124 is attributed to King David and is one of the Songs of Ascent. It celebrates God's protection and deliverance from overwhelming destruction. This Psalm acknowledges that without God’s intervention during a time of attack, the nation would have been destroyed. The text describes this close call using metaphors of a flood (verses 4-5) and a predator (verse 6). It concludes with a declaration of praise and trust in God as the Creator and helper. As a "Song of Ascents," it was traditionally sung by Hebrew pilgrims traveling uphill to Jerusalem for sacred festivals. I invite you to read the psalm responsively with me. 

If it had not been God who was on our side
    —let Israel now say—
if it had not been God who was on our side,
    when our enemies attacked us,

Then they would have swallowed us up alive,
    when their anger was kindled against us;
Then the flood would have swept us away,
    the torrent would have gone over us;

Then over us would have gone the raging waters.
Blessed be God, who has not given us as prey to their teeth.

We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowlers;
the snare is broken, and we have escaped.
Our help is in the name of the Holy One, our God, who made heaven and earth.



	Reading
	 
	Romans 12:1-8, First Nations Bible

	A reading from the Younger Testament and the wisdom of the Indigenous ancestors who kept this land, from the ancient text of Paul’s letter to the Church in Rome. 
“So then, my sacred family members, because Creator has shown us such mercy and kindness, I now call on you to offer your whole beings, heart, mind, and strength, to the Great Spirit as a living sacrifice. Do this in a sacred and spiritual manner that will make his heart glad.
Do not permit the ways of this world to mold and shape you. Instead, let Creator change you from the inside out, in the way a caterpillar becomes a butterfly. Creator will do this by giving you a new way of thinking, seeing, and walking. Then you will know for sure what the Great Spirit wants for you, things that are good, that make the heart glad, and that help you to walk the path of becoming a mature and true human being.
Because Creator, in his great kindness, has made me a message bearer, I give this message to each of you. Do not think too highly of yourself. Instead, understand that the Great Spirit calls us to different purposes in answer to our trust in him. For just as our bodies have many members and each member has a different purpose, it is the same way with the body of the Chosen One. We are members of his body, and each member belongs to all the others.
Creator’s gift of great kindness has been poured out on us in many ways, giving us different kinds of gifts. If your gift is to speak the heart and mind of the Great Spirit in a prophecy, then let trust guide your words. If your gift is helping others, then give yourself to help others. If teaching is your gift, teach well. If your gift is to speak courage and strengthen the hearts of others, then speak bravely. The one whose gift is giving should not hold back. If your gift is leading, lead with honour. And the one whose gift is showing mercy and kindness to others should do so freely, with a glad heart!”

	Reader
	Listen for the leading of the Spirit

	All
	Thanks be to God



	[bookmark: OLE_LINK258][bookmark: OLE_LINK259]GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
	PLEASE STAND IN BODY OR SPIRIT. 

	ALL
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK92][bookmark: OLE_LINK93]Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the Risen One. 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to God’s name. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK94][bookmark: OLE_LINK95]Come, let us praise the living God, joyfully sing to our Saviour. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the Risen One. 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to God’s name.



	[bookmark: OLE_LINK49][bookmark: OLE_LINK50]GOSPEL
	Matthew 16:13-20
	Inclusive Bible 

	Gospeller
	May God be with you.

	All
	And also with you

	Gospeller
	The Gospel of Jesus the Christ according to Matthew.

	All
	Glory to you, Jesus the Christ.

	“When Jesus came to the neighborhood of Caesarea Philippi, he asked the disciples this question: “What do people say about who the Chosen One is?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptizer, others say Elijah, still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  “And you,” Jesus said, “who do you say that I am?”
 “You are the Messiah,” Simon Peter answered, “the Firstborn of the Living God!”  Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon ben-Jonah! No mere mortal has revealed this to you, but my God in heaven. I also tell you this: your name now is ‘Rock,’ and on bedrock like this I will build my community, and the jaws of death will not prevail against it.  “Here—I will give you the keys to the reign of heaven: whatever you declare bound on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you declare loosed on earth will be loosed in heaven.”
Then Jesus strictly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.”

	Gospeller
	The Gospel of Christ

	All
	Praise to you, Jesus the Christ

	[bookmark: OLE_LINK260][bookmark: OLE_LINK261]
	Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the Risen One. 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to God’s name.



	SERMON
	Rev. Dr. Ben Peltz


Silence is kept for reflection.

	OFFERTORY 
	Offertory Plates are at the front of the church.
You are also invited to make an offering to the ongoing ministry of All Saints’ Peterborough by either dropping off a cheque in the mailbox at the church or by clicking to donate button on our website.



	[bookmark: OLE_LINK307][bookmark: OLE_LINK308]HYMN  554
	COME PEOPLE OF THE LIVING GOD
	 

	

	Come, people of the living God, and rest beneath God's care,
As children safe in parent arms, protected from all fear.  

As roots are nourished by the soil, as babes fed at the breast,
So God provides our daily needs, and grants us peace and rest.

Why do we fret about the clothes we wear, the food we eat?
The One who gave us life will surely guide our wandering feet.

Then lay aside your anxious care, and trust in God above;
Rejoice in this abundant life, and rest in perfect love. 





	AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
	PLEASE STAND IN BODY OR SPIRIT.

	Officiant
	Hear, O Israel, 

	All
	God, our God, is One! We are to love God, our God with all our heart, 
and with all our soul, and with all our strength. This is the first and the great commandment. The second is like it: Love your neighbour as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these. 



	[bookmark: OLE_LINK54]APOSTLES CREED 

	Officiant
	Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,

	All
	I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



	PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
	

	Leader
	Gracious God,

	All
	hear our prayer. 



	CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

	Officiant
	And with the disciples we ask, “But, Jesus when have we seen you hungry and given you food, or thirsty and given you something to drink? And when was it that we saw a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?  

	People
	We confess that we fail to see Jesus in the people around us, in those we love and those we do not love. Gracious God, lest we think our words alone are sufficient, today as we confess - we fall silent before you.

	
	Silence is held for personal confession.


	Officiant
	May God, who is our constant companion surround us with love and grace.  God has accepted our confession, we are forgiven, and the blessing of God, Creator, Word, and Life-Giving Spirit be with us now and for evermore. Amen.



	Officiant
	Generous God,

	All
	you give us what we need and satisfy our desires in due season.
Grant that our inner beings may be strengthened through your Spirit,
and that Christ may dwell in our hearts through faith, that you may accomplish within us far more than all we ask or can imagine. Amen.



	LORD’S PRAYER 
	 

	Officiant
	Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

	All
	Our Father, in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.



	THE PEACE   
	PLEASE STAND IN BODY OR SPIRIT.

	Officiant
	May the peace of Jesus the Christ be with you all.

	All
	And also with you.



	PRAYERS OF GRATITUDE

	Officiant
	Covenant God,

	All
	we give you thanks, and praise and we dedicate to you our offering. 
In this we also dedicate the workings of our hands, the thinking of our minds, and the loving of our hearts. May each be used for the glory of your kingdom, through Jesus the Christ our Saviour and Redeemer. Amen. 



	Officiant
	Almighty God,

	All
	once again you have given us what we need: sacrament, one another, hope for a better day. With renewed energy we offer ourselves to be sent out in your name; hopeful, grateful, useful, leaders of liberation, proclaimers of your love. Amen.





	Officiant
	Glory to God,

	All


	whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.  Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, forever and ever.  Amen.

	BLESSING

	Officiant
	The blessing of God, Source of all life; the grace of Christ, bread of life, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, power of life, be with us all. 

	All
	Amen.



	[bookmark: OLE_LINK40][bookmark: OLE_LINK41]HYMN 471 
	LET MY PEOPLE SEEK THEIR FREEDOM
	ALT TUNE 425 HYMN TO JOY 

	
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK28][bookmark: OLE_LINK29]From the slave pens of the Delta, from the ghettos on the Nile,
Let my people seek their freedom in the wilderness awhile:
So, God spoke from out of Sinai, so God spoke, and it was done,
And the people crossed the waters toward the rising of the sun. 

From the aging shrines and structures, from the cloister and the aisle,
Let my people seek their freedom in the wilderness a while:
So, the Son of God has spoken, and the storm clouds are unfurled,
For his people must be scattered to be servants in the world.

When we murmur on the mountains for the old Egyptian plains,
When we miss our ancient bondage and the hope, the promise, wanes,
Then the rock shall yield its water and the manna fall by night,
and with visions of a future shall we march toward the light. 

In the maelstrom of the nations, in the journey into space,
In the clash of generations, in the hungering for grace, 
In our agony and glory, we are called to newer ways
By the God of our tomorrows and the God of earth’s todays. 



	Officiant
	Followers of Jesus, inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
serve the world God loves!

	All
	Thanks be to God.




	ANNOUNCEMENTS
	PLEASE BE SEATED.
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