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Welcome to the sacred space of All Saints’ Peterborough—we are glad you are here.
We are an Anglican church rooted in the pattern of life of Jesus the Christ, grounded in radical inclusion, extravagant equity, and compassion that leads to justice.
Please fill out a Welcome Card so we can stay in touch and pick up a Welcome Package.

Land Acknowledgement
All Saints’ Peterborough stands on the sacred land of the Michi Saagiig Anishinaabeg, the first peoples of this land. We honour their ancestors and this land, part of the Rice Lake Purchase (Treaty 20).
We are committed to ongoing reconciliation through learning and by including readings from the First Nations Version of the Bible in our worship.

Liturgical Notes
Israel
In Christian liturgy, “Israel” refers to the historic Hebrew people (Israelites) of the ancient Near East or, theologically, to all who place their faith and trust in God—it does not refer to the modern political state.

Elder and Younger Testaments
We use the terms “Elder Testament” and “Younger Testament” rather than “Old” and “New” as an expression of racial equity, theological care, and our ongoing commitment to confronting antisemitism. These terms acknowledge that the Younger Testament emerges from and remains deeply connected to the Elder Testament, rather than replacing or superseding it.

Inclusive Language
Grounded in our commitment to radical inclusion and extravagant equity, we seek to use expansive language for God. At times, traditional terms such as “Father” and pronouns like “He” are used within the Church’s long tradition, held in balance with language that reflects the fullness and mystery of God.
	PRELUDE
	



	WELCOME
	



	[bookmark: OLE_LINK184][bookmark: OLE_LINK185][bookmark: OLE_LINK158][bookmark: OLE_LINK25][bookmark: OLE_LINK294]HYMN 592
	WHERE CROSS THE CROWED WAYS OF LIFE
	FULDA  (WALTON) 

	
	Where cross the crowded ways of life, 
where sound the cries of race resound, 
amid the noise of selfish strife, 
O Christ, your word of love is found. 

In haunts of wretchedness and need, 
on shadowed thresholds, dark with fears,
from paths where hide the lures of greed, 
we catch the vision of your tears. 

From children’s wounded helplessness,
From humanities’ grief and toil, 
From famishes souls, from sorrow’s stress, 
Your heart has never known recoil. 

The cup of water given for you 
still holds the freshness of your grace; 
yet long these multitudes to view 
the strong compassion of your face. 

O Jesus, from the mountainside 
make haste to heal these hearts of pain; 
among these restless throngs abide,
and tread the city's streets again,

Till all the world shall learn your love 
and follow where your feet have trod, 
till glorious from your heaven above 
shall come the city of our God.





	ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND THANKSGIVING FOR THE LAND

	Officiant
	All creation sings to the glory of its Creator.

	All
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK9][bookmark: OLE_LINK10]Thanks be to God for the gift of all peoples, creatures and this planet that sustains us. For our First Nations, Metis, and Inuit siblings and their care of this land we are standing and worshipping on. All things come from God, and we give thanks to God for them. Amen.



	OPENING PRAYERS

	Officiant
	O God, open our lips,

	All
	And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

	Officiant
	O God, make speed to save us. 

	All
	O God, make haste to help us. 

	All
	Glory to God the Creator, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 



	[bookmark: OLE_LINK5]COLLECT OF THE DAY
	 

	Officiant
	Passionate God, 

	All	
	
	walking to Golgotha in the midst of our confusion: free us from our
images of you which keep you enthroned in idle power, separate from
the pain and sin of the world; lead us to embrace the scandal of the
cross and let our violence die that greater life might rise; through 
Jesus the Christ, who took the form of a slave. Amen. 



	Officiant
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK56][bookmark: OLE_LINK57][bookmark: OLE_LINK58][bookmark: OLE_LINK59][bookmark: OLE_LINK60][bookmark: OLE_LINK61]Gracious God we are grateful for the communion of saints, for those we love and no longer see, for those who are present in our lives and who need your grace and healing, we lift up to you Gracious God those in our community who have asked for prayer. For . . . . – teach us to be their support, to be the hands, and hearts of your healing grace.

	All
	Amen.



	THE INVITATORY
	 

	Officiant
	God rules over all the earth: O Come let us worship. 





	THE VENITE 

	Officiant
	Come, let us sing joyfully to God!

	All
	Raise a shout to our rock, our deliverance!
Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving,
and sing our praises with joy.
For God is a great God, the great Ruler, above all gods.
O God, in your hands are the depths of the earth,
  and the mountain peaks are yours.
Yours is the sea, for you made it,
  the dry land as well, for your hands formed it.
Come, let us bow down in worship;
  let us kneel before God, our Maker.
For you are our God, and we are the people you shepherd,
  the flock under your care.”



	GENERAL PRAYERS
	PLEASE TAKE A POSITION OF PRAYER THAT SUITS YOU.

	Officiant
	God of steadfast love, 

	All
	we study your works and delight in your ways. Illumine our understanding by your Holy Spirit, that we may reverence your name, grow in your wisdom, and discern between your love and the worlds greed. Amen. 



	THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
	PLEASE BE SEATED.

	Reading
	 
	Exodus 3:1-15, NRSV

	





	A reading from the Elder Testament and the book of wanderings, Exodus. 
Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian. Leading the flock deep into the wilderness, Moses came to Horeb, the mountain of God. The messenger of God appeared to Moses in a blazing fire from the midst of a thorn bush. Moses saw – “The bush is ablaze with fire, and yet it is not consumed!” Moses said, “Let me go over and look at this remarkable sight – and see why the bush does not burn up!” 
When God saw Moses coming to look more closely, God called out to him from the midst of the bush: “Moses! Moses!” Moses answered, “I am here.” God said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place where you stand is holy ground! I am the God of your ancestors,” the voice continued, “the God of Sarah and Abraham, the God of Rebecca and Isaac, the God of Leah and Rachel and Jacob!” Moses hid his face, afraid to look at the Holy One. Then God said, “I have seen the affliction of my people in Egypt; I have heard their cries under those who oppress them; I have felt their sufferings. Now I have come down to rescue them from the hand of Egypt, out of their place of suffering, and bring them to a place that is wide and fertile, a land flowing with milk and honey – the land of Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 
The cry of the children of Israel has reached me, and I have watched how the Egyptians are oppressing them. Now, go! I will send you to Pharaoh, to bring my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and lead the children of Israel out of Egypt?” God answered, “I will be with you, and this is the sign by which you will know that it is I who have sent you: after you bring my people out of Egypt, you will all worship at this very mountain.” “But” Moses said, “when I go to the children of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ if they ask me, ‘What is his god’s name?’ what am I to tell them?”  God replied I AM AS I AM.
This is what you will tell the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” God spoke further to Moses: “Tell the children of Israel: God, the I AM,’ the God of your ancestors, the God of Sarah and Abraham, of Rebecca and Isaac, of Leah and Rachel and Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is my Name forever; this is the name you are to remember for all generations.

	Reader
	Listen for the leading of the Spirit

	All
	Thanks be to God



	Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26
	Voices United

	







	Psalm 105 is a powerful hymn of thanksgiving that celebrates God's unwavering faithfulness to His covenant with Israel throughout their history. Composed of forty-five, it serves as a historical reminder of God's protection, stretching from God’s initial promise to Abraham all the way to the nation's deliverance into the Promised Land. I invite you to read the selected verses responsively with me. 

Give thanks and call on God’s name. 
Make known to the nations what God has done. 
Sing, O sing the songs of praise; tell of God’s wonderful deeds. 
Exult in God’s holy name; let those who seek God be joyful in heart. 

Turn for help to the one who is your strength; seek God’s presence continually.
Remember the marvels the Most High has done, the wonders and judgments God has given, O children of Abraham and Sarah, God’s servants, O offspring of Israel, chosen to God. 

When Israel came to Egypt, when Jacob settled in the land of Ham, there you made your people fruitful, stronger than their foes. 
But when you turned their hearts to hate your people, to deceitful dealing with your servants, then you sent your servant Moses, and Aaron, whom you had chosen. 



	Reading
	 
	Romans 12:9-21, First Nations Bible

	A reading from the Younger Testament and the wisdom of the Indigenous ancestors who kept this land, from the ancient text of Paul’s letter to the Church in Rome. 
“Love with a true heart. Hate what is evil and hold on tight to what is good.  Love like family and honour others by putting them first. Be a good fire keeper and never let your spiritual fire go out as you serve our Honoured Chief. Let hope make your heart glad. Keep sending your voice to the Great Spirit, even when the road gets hard to walk.
Give what you can to help the sacred family members who are in need. Open your homes and hearts to others. Bless the ones who seek to harm you. Bless and do not curse! Dance with the ones who dance for joy and shed tears with the ones whose hearts have fallen to the ground. Seek to live in harmony with all. Do not think you are better than others. Walk the road of life with the humble of heart and do “not be wise in your own eyes. No one should pay back evil with evil. Do what you know to be honourable in the eyes of another. If it is within your power, walk the road of peace with everyone. My much-loved family members, do not take the punishment of others into your own hands. Instead, turn all anger and wrath over to the Great Spirit. For the Sacred Teachings tell us, “Punishment for wrongs belongs to me,” says the Great Spirit Chief. “I will make sure that wrongs are made right again.”
You should do the opposite. “If your enemy is hungry, feed him. If your enemy thirsts, give him a drink. Your kindness will be like burning coals poured on his head, as his shame for the way he has treated you bursts into flame.” Do not let evil take over in your heart, but overcome evil with good.”

	Reader
	Listen for the leading of the Spirit

	All
	Thanks be to God

	[bookmark: OLE_LINK258][bookmark: OLE_LINK259]GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
	PLEASE STAND IN BODY OR SPIRIT. 

	ALL
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK92][bookmark: OLE_LINK93]Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the Risen One. 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to God’s name. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK94][bookmark: OLE_LINK95]Come, let us praise the living God, joyfully sing to our Saviour. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the Risen One. 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to God’s name.



	[bookmark: OLE_LINK49][bookmark: OLE_LINK50]GOSPEL
	Matthew 16:21-28
	Inclusive Bible 

	Gospeller
	May God be with you.

	All
	And also with you

	Gospeller
	The Gospel of Jesus the Christ according to Matthew.

	All
	Glory to you, Jesus the Christ.

	From that time on, Jesus began to explain to the disciples that he must go to Jerusalem, to suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and religious scholars, and that he must be killed, and on the third day raised to life. 
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Rabbi!” he said. “This will never happen to you!” 
Jesus turned to Peter and said, “Get yourself behind me, you Satan! You are trying to make me stumble and fall. You are setting your mind not on the things of God, but of mortals.” Then Jesus said to the disciples, “If you wish to come after me, you must deny your very selves, take up the instrument of your own death and begin to follow in my footsteps. “If you would save your life, you will lose it; but if you would lose your life for my sake, you will find it. What profit would you show if you gained the whole world but lost yourself? What can you offer in exchange for your very self? “The Promised One will come in the glory of God accompanied by angels and will repay all according to their conduct. The truth is, some of you standing here will not taste death before you see the coming of the Promised One’s reign.”

	Gospeller
	The Gospel of Christ

	All
	Praise to you, Jesus the Christ

	[bookmark: OLE_LINK260][bookmark: OLE_LINK261]
	Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the Risen One. 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to God’s name.



	SERMON
	Rev. Dr. Ben Peltz


Silence is kept for reflection.


	OFFERTORY 
	Offertory Plates are at the front of the church.
You are also invited to make an offering to the ongoing ministry of All Saints’ Peterborough by either dropping off a cheque in the mailbox at the church or by clicking to donate button on our website.



	HYMN  412
	O GOD, BEYOND ALL FACE AND FORM
	MELITA 

	[bookmark: OLE_LINK27][bookmark: OLE_LINK28][bookmark: OLE_LINK16]O God, beyond all face and form, you willed it that creation’s night
Should blaze, and chaos still the storm, and birth a universe of light. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK6]All things below, all things above are formed of your eternal love. 

The glory of the galaxies, the beauty of a baby’s hand,
The thundering of the restless seas, the glory of the forest’s stand
All things below, all things above are formed of your eternal love. 

You gave our race both form and name, and love for us was your intent;
Then to a woman’s womb love came, and on a cross was wholly spent.
All things below, all things above are formed of your incarnate love. 

Of this great love all loves are born, of self, of neighbour, and of earth.
By love shall night be turned to morn, and death shall never conquer birth.
All things below, all things above are formed of God’s eternal love. 



	AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
	PLEASE STAND IN BODY OR SPIRIT.

	Officiant
	Hear, O Israel, 

	All
	God, our God, is One! We are to love God, our God with all our heart, 
and with all our soul, and with all our strength. This is the first and the great commandment. The second is like it: Love your neighbour as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these. 



	[bookmark: OLE_LINK54]APOSTLES CREED 

	Officiant
	Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,

	All
	I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



	PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
	

	Leader
	Gracious God,

	All
	hear our prayer. 



	CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

	Officiant
	And with the disciples we ask, “But, Jesus when have we seen you hungry and given you food, or thirsty and given you something to drink? And when was it that we saw a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?  

	People
	We confess that we fail to see Jesus in the people around us, in those we love and those we do not love. Gracious God, lest we think our words alone are sufficient, today as we confess - we fall silent before you.

	
	Silence is held for personal confession.


	Officiant
	May God, who is our constant companion surround us with love and grace.  God has accepted our confession, we are forgiven, and the blessing of God, Creator, Word, and Life-Giving Spirit be with us now and for evermore. Amen.



	Officiant
	Generous God,

	All
	you give us what we need and satisfy our desires in due season.
Grant that our inner beings may be strengthened through your Spirit,
and that Christ may dwell in our hearts through faith, that you may accomplish within us far more than all we ask or can imagine. Amen.



	LORD’S PRAYER 
	 

	Officiant
	Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

	All
	Our Father, in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

	THE PEACE   
	PLEASE STAND IN BODY OR SPIRIT.

	Officiant
	May the peace of Jesus the Christ be with you all.

	All
	And also with you.


[bookmark: OLE_LINK307][bookmark: OLE_LINK308]
	PRAYERS OF GRATITUDE

	Officiant
	Covenant God,

	All
	we give you thanks, and praise and we dedicate to you our offering. 
In this we also dedicate the workings of our hands, the thinking of our minds, and the loving of our hearts. May each be used for the glory of your kingdom, through Jesus the Christ our Saviour and Redeemer. Amen. 



	Officiant
	Almighty God,

	All
	once again, you have given us what we need: sacrament, one another, hope for a better day. With renewed energy we offer ourselves to be sent out in your name; hopeful, grateful, useful, leaders of liberation, proclaimers of your love. Amen.



	Officiant
	Glory to God,

	All


	whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.  Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, forever and ever.  Amen.



	BLESSING

	Officiant
	The blessing of God, Source of all life; the grace of Christ, bread of life, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, power of life, be with us all. 

	All
	Amen.




[bookmark: OLE_LINK40][bookmark: OLE_LINK41]

	HYMN 627 
	THE VOICE OF GOD GOES OUT 
	ALT TUNE 362 WOODLANDS

	



	
	The voice of God goes out to all the world;
his glory speaks across the universe.
The great King’s herald cries from star to star:
“With power, with justice, he will walk his way!”

The Lord has said, “Receive my messenger,
my promise to the world, my pledge made fresh,
a lamp to every nation, light from light:
with power, with justice, he will walk his way!

“The broken reed he will not trample down,
nor set his heel upon the dying flame.
he binds the wounds, and health is in his hand:
with power, with justice, he will walk his way!

“Anointed with the Spirit and with power,
he comes to crown with comfort all the weak,
to show the face of justice to the poor:
with power, with justice, he will walk his way!

“His touch will bless the eyes that darkness held,
the lame shall run, the halting tongue shall sing,
and prisoners laugh in light and liberty:
with power, with justice, he will walk his way!”



	Officiant
	Followers of Jesus, inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
serve the world God loves!

	All
	Thanks be to God.



	ANNOUNCEMENTS
	PLEASE BE SEATED.
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